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Portrayals  of  Abraham 

Lincoln 


Precious  Stones 


Excerpts  from  newspapers  and  other 

sources 

From  the  files  of  the 
Lincoln  Financial  Foundation  Collection 


Hzoof.  oiS  osgzo 


243  Washington  Street 
fktehm  58,  Iflass. 


lifts 


Feb.  28,  1948 


Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation, 
Fort  Wayne  1, 
Indiana • 

Gentlemen: 

With  regard  to  your  advertisement  in  Hobbies  for  January 
1948,  we  have  a  very  rare  item  of  Lincolniana  ™/hich  might  be 
of  interest  to  you.        It  is  a  pair  of  onyx  cameo  cuff  links, 
beautifully  carved  with  portraits  of  Lincoln,  and  set  in  gold. 
The  background  is  of  white  onyx,  the  portraits  in  cream  color. 
These  are  not  the  inferior  shell  cameos.    Both  are  in  perfect 
condition^  and  have  never  been  altered. 

Our  retail  price  for  these  cufflinks  is  $50.00.  We  would, 
however,  make  a  special  -nrice  of  c:?3j5^00  to  a  museum.  We  would 
be  glad  to  send  them  to  you  on  approval. 

If  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  advise  us  whether  or  not 
you  are  interested,  we  will  hold  these  until  hearing  from  you, 
and  not  offer  them  for  sale. 


Very  truly 


yours, 


KLHtJH 


P.S.  The  camees  measure  about  3/4"  high  by 
1/2"  wide. 


March  3,  1MB 


Mr*  Km  Lm  Horner 
'Stis  Glairhcr^e  Ckillerie^ 
243  Washington  Stroet 
Newton,  58,  Mass* 

Daar  Mr.  Horner: 

Blank  you.  kindly  for  offering  us  your  vary  rare 
item  of  Idnoolaiana,  namely,  the  pair  of  oayx  oaueo  cuff  links 
carved  with  portraits  of  Lincoln  ^nd  set  in  gold. 

9r.  'farrda  is  at  present  on  a  speaking  itiner^ry 
on  the  Pacific  coast  and  will  not  return  until  about  March  15th* 
Consequently.  \m  feel  it  be  ;t  not  to  hold  this  item  for  us* 

tf©  will  'bring  your  letter  to  Er*  barren1  s  atten- 
tion upon  his  return  to  the  office* 

Tory  truly  yours. 


Margaret  Moellering 
Secretary  to  Or*  *  "arren 


RARE  TRIBUTE  COMPLETED 


Likeness  of  Lincoln 
Carved  From  Sapphire 


BY  ED  AINSWORTH 

Abraham  Lincoln,  always  en- 
shrined in  the  hearts  of  men, 
now  has  been  enshrined  too  in 
the  most  imperishable  substance 
ever  carved  in  his  likeness. 

It  is  the  just-completed  "Lin- 
coln in  Sapphire." 

Already  Lincoln  hag  been  por- 
trayed in  bronze,  copper,  wood, 
marble,  clay  and  many  other 
mediums— including  granite  on 
a  mountain. 

One  of  Hardest  Gems 
But  never  before  have  his  fea- 
tures appeared  in  the  splendid 
perpetuity  provided  by  one  of 
the  world's  hardest  gems;  for 
sapphire,  of  the  corundum  fam- 
ily, ranks  only  behind  the  dia- 
mond in  hardness.  And  corun- 
dum is  harder  than  any  of  the 
metals  used  in  statuary. 

The  new  "Lincoln  in  Sap- 
phire" is  of  1318  carats  and  is 
black  with  a  few  indistinguish- 


able touches  of  deep  transluscent 
blue. 

Jt  was  carved  during  two 
years  of  work,  from  one  of  the 
five  largest  known  sapphires  in 
existence,  belonging  to  the  Ka- 
zanjian  brothers  —  James  and 
Harry— of  220  W  5th  St.,  Los 
Angeles. 

Three  of  the  other  gigantic 
gem  stones  will  be  carved  like- 
wise—probably into  the  like- 
nesses of  Andrew  Jackson, 
George  Washington  and  Henry 
Ford  to  provide  a  series  of 
"Great  Americans  in  Sapphire." 

The  fifth  of  the  five  large 
gems— "The  Star  of  Queensland" 
— was  polished  into  a  star  sap- 
phire and  is  on  tour  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 

This  first  carved  gem,  the 
Lincoln  head,  is  not  for  sale  but 
is  valued  at  $250,000. 

It  will  be  displayed  through- 
out the  United  States,  starting 
Turn  to  Page  2,  Column  1 
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in  Los  Angeles  Oct.  1.  It  even- 
tually will  be  shown  in  Spring- 
field, 111.,  in  the  Lincoln  country 
itself. 

The  story  of  the  Lincoln  head 
is  one  of  patriotism  and  pa- 
tience. 

James  and  Harry  Kazanjian, 
who  were  poor  boys  of  Armeni- 
an ancestry,  have  worked  hard 
all  their  lives  and  have  a  pro- 
found respect  for  the  American 
land  of  opportunity  where  a 
man  like  Lincoln  or  Jackson 
could  rise  through .  individual 
labor  from  obscurity  to  the 
heights. 

They  wished,  when  they 
prospered  and  obtained  the 
huge  sapphires  from  Queens- 
land, to  do  something  worth- 
while with  the  spectacular 
gems. 

They  wished  to  create  an  ob- 
ject lesson  in  Americanism. 
Series  Planned 

Hence  they  conceived  the  idea 
of  the  "Great  Americans  in 
Sapphire"  series. 

"Lincoln  and  Jackson  always 
were  our  particular  heroes," 
James  Kazanjian  said  yester- 
day." So  it  was  natural  to  select 
Lincoln  for  the  first  stone.  Next 
we  think  will  be  Jackson,  be- 
cause he  stands  for  the  real 
spirit  of  American  opportunity. 
Then  will  come  Washington,  as 
the  first  President,  and  Henry 
Ford  as  the  symbol  of  initiative 
in  our  day. 

"We  are  greatly  pleased  at  the 
way  this  one  came  out.  'Lincoln 
is  so  strong.  And  it  is  a  relief  to 
have  gotten  through  all  the  dif- 
ficulties of  the  carving." 

"Difficulties"  is  a  mild  word 
for  the  trials  and  tribulations  of 
trying  to  create  a  carving  from 
a  raw  gem  of  2302  carats  that  is 
so  hard  it  defies  all  the  ordinary 
means  of  lapidary  work. 

It  was  impossible  to  deter- 
mine the  internal  structure  of 
the  stone  by  the  use  of  X  ray, 
as  certain  fractures  and  defects 
cannot  be  determined  in  this 
manner. 

Norman  Maness,  a  Missounan 


Wide  World 

For  Connoisseurs  Only:  A  man's  hand  with  a  jeweler's  tool 
shows  the  size  of  this  1,318-carat  sapphire,  carved  by  steel 
engraver  Norman  Maness  into  a  bust  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 
The  sculpture  is  valued  at  $250,000  -  but  it's  not  for  sale. 
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FINAL  TOUCHES — Norman  Maness,  right,  finishes  up  carving  of  Lincoln  on  sapphire 
as  Harry  and  James  Kazanjian,  above,  owners  of  rare  stone,  look  on.  Dr.  Merrell  Gage, 
left,  sculptor  and  Lincoln  authority,  advised  Maness  during  two-year  project. 

   Times  photo 


who  used  to  be  a  carpenter  and 
then  took  up  steel  engraving 
and  die  making  here  because  of 
a  war  injury,  was  the  man  se- 
lected by  the  Kazanjians  for  the 
delicate  task  of  carving  the  Lin 


coin  head. 

Every  move  wag  an  experi- 
ment. 

Never  in  the  world's  history, 
so  far  as  is  known,  had  a  deli- 
cate carving  been  attempted  on 


a  gem  of  this  hardness  and  this 
size — not  even  in  India,  Persia, 
Egypt  or  China. 

And  the  Lincoln  head  provid- 
ed a  twofold  problem,  technical 
and  aesthetic. 


uadgotvebyi    "Lincoln  in  Sapphire" 


It  nuir.t  r>«  done  right  to  pre- 
vent chipping  and  fracturing 
and  the  head  luHf  mutt  hear  all 
the  character  and  th<j  dignity  of 
the  Lmanclpator. 

This  la  where  Dr.  Merrell 
Gage  and  Gutzon  Borglum  came 
Into  the  scene. 

Dr.  Gage,  the  celebrated  sculp- 
tor and  Lincoln  authority  who 
for  many  years  has  given  Lin- 
coln lectures  while  deftly  mold- 
ing a  head  of  Lincoln  from  clay, 
was  asked  to  advise  and  counsel 
with  Maness.  Much  of  Dr. 
Gage's  training  had  been  ob- 
tained under  the  tutelagt  of 
Borglum,  who  created  the  head 
of  Lincoln  on  Mt.  Ru.shmort  in 
the  Dakota  hills. 

The  job  began. 

First  Maness  tried  cutting 
down  the  big  sapphire  with  car- 
borundum. It  didn't  work.  The 
sapphire  was  too  hard. 

So  he  was  forced  to  resort  en- 
tirely to  diamond  grit. 

Slowly,  laboriously,  the  "rind" 
was  cut  away  to  get  down  to  a 
general  shape  of  the  projected 
head. 

Works  on  Features 

Then,  with  frequent  consulta- 
tions with  the  Kazanjians  and 
Dr.  Gage,  Maness  began  to  work 
on  the  features. 

Weeks  and  months  went  by. 

Everybody  got  discouraged. 

But  the  task  went  on. 

Casts  were  taken  of  various 
stages  of  the  work,  for  future 
reference. 

Gradually,  a  nose,  mouth,  eyes, 
hair  began  to  emerge  from  the 
dark-hued  shape. 

Lincoln  was  coming  out  of  the 
heart  of  the  gem. 

One  fracture  developed  by  the 
nose.  When  it  was  corrected 
the  whole  face  had  to  be  done 
over. 

Dr.  Gage  advised  on  refine- 
ments in  expression. 

Finally,  Maness  was  using  tiny 
wheels  only  1/64  inch  in  di- 
ameter to  make  the  finishing 
touches. 

He  held  the  sapphire  in  one 
hand  and  the  tiny  drills — like 
those  of  a  dentist — in  the  other. 
The  stone  might  have  fractured 
if  it  were  placed  on  any  hard 
surface. 

At  last  the  triumph  was 
achieved. 
Everyone  was  satisfied. 


was 


SVSamon^-^ 


THE  BLACK  STAR  SAPPHIRE  OF  QUEENSLAND 
WORLD'S  LARGEST  STAR  SAPPHIRE,  733  CARATS 


"Star  of  Queensland" 

SSJH  in       making> the  blac*  ^ar  sapphire, 

won  del  o  f,U  d',  HaS  Capt"red  the  ^^ination  and 
wondei  of  all  gemologists  and  gem  enthusiasts.  This 
mysterious  gem  weighing  733  carats,  the  largest  and 

Tsi^lT  Sta1'  \tHe  WO,'id'  Was  completed  March 
«,  1948,  from  a  rough  crystal  weighing  1165  carats  It 

egg  and  WdShs  almo^  h*]f  a  Pound 
f  i  no lackust°ne  measures  2-3/16  x  1-27/32  inches  bv 
1-1/32  mches  in  depth.  It  is  170  carats  larger  than  the 
previous  record  holder,  the  beautiful  blue  grev  gem 
known  as  the  Star  of  India  in  the  J.  P.  Morgan  follectfon 
m  the  Museum  of  Natural  History  section 


"Star  of  Queensland" 


Millions  of  years  in  the  making,  the  black  star  sapphire, 
"Star  of  Queensland,"  has  captured  the  imagination  and 
wonder  of  all  gemologists  and  gem  enthusiasts.  This 
mysterious  gem  weighing  733  carats,  the  largest  and 
most  exquisite  star  in  the  world,  was  completed  March 
13,  1948,  from  a  rough  crystal  weighing  1165  carats.  It 
is  larger  than  an  egg  and  weighs  almost  half  a  pound. 
The  black  stone  measures  2-3/16  x  1-27/32  inches  by 
1-1/32  inches  in  depth.  It  is  170  carats  larger  than  the 
previous  record  holder,  the  beautiful  blue  grey  gem 
known  as  the  Star  of  India  in  the  J.  P.  Morgan  collection 
in  the  Museum  of  Natural  History. 


FAMOUS  GIANT  ROUGH  SAPPHIRES 

A  fabulous  fortune  in  gems  comes  as  a  sequel  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  famous  Black  Star  Sapphire  of  Queensland,  and 
unfolds  a  story  as  romantic  and  rare  as  the  sapphire  itself. 
After  the  completion  of  the  sculpturing,  these  four  stones  will 
be  valued  at  more  than  a  million  dollars.  The  total  weight  is 
almost  9000  carats.  Their  discovery  has  brought  world-wide  at- 
tention to  the  subject  of  sapphires  or  corundum  as  mineral- 
ogists call  them.  These  gigantic  sapphires  were  all  found  in  the 
same  areas  as  was  the  Black  Star  of  Queensland.  The  Anakie 
Sapphire  Field  in  Central  Australia  has,  since  their  discovery, 
become  famous;  so  famous,  indeed,  that  throngs  of  people  have 
been  seen  in  the  vicinity  searching  for  their  fortunes. 

Months  of  negotiations  and  considerable  expense  and  time 
are  necessitated  to  acquire  stones  of  such  importance.  This  was 
the  case  of  the  splendid  specimen  which  weighs  2302.00  carats. 
An  agent  found  it  in  the  collection  of  a  wealthy  rancher  where 
it  had  been  for  thirteen  years.  He  very  reluctantly  parted  with 
it  at  a  high  price.  The  black  sapphire  weighing  2097.50  and  the 
blue  one  weighing  1743.00  were  purchased  at  approximately 
the  same  time  as  the  Black  Star  Sapphire  of  Queensland  from 
Messrs.  Harry  and  Roy  Spencer  of  Queensland,  who  had  them 
for  15  years. 

Finding  four  hexagon  crystal  formed  stones  of  this  size 
and  purity  is  extremely  rare.  The  chemical  composition  must 
be  perfectly  balanced  to  build  a  stone  strong  enough  to  with- 
stand the  climatic  changes  and  the  beating  to  which  Mother 
Nature  subjects  it  through  its  centuries  of  travel.  From  the 
main  deposit,  these  stones  were  worn  away  and  washed  across 
mountains  and  valleys,  crushed  against  boulders,  tossed  by  the 
winds,  to  come  finally  at  rest  in  a  soft  river  bed  where  they 
sank  into  deep  sand.  Now,  millions  of  years  after  the  river  has 
dried  they  have  been  found  as  pebbles  worn  down  smooth.  Even 
in  the  very  small  size  stones  which  do  not  crash  with  such  force 
against  large  rocks  you  might  find  one  full  undamaged  crystal 
among  10,000  stones.  Semi-precious  jewels,  unlike  the  sapphire, 
are  generally  located  in  their  original  deposit  and  are  not  sub- 
jected to  the  extreme  conditions  as  sapphires  are.  The  sapphire 
mine  in  Queensland  is  the  remainder  of  what  has  been  scat- 
tered millions  of  years  ago  and,  being  heavier  than  most  other 
stones,  has  sunk  into  the  river  bed  where  it  has  lain  buried  until 
the  present  time. 

Only  one  of  the  four  rough  stones,  that  weighing  2097.50 
carats,  is  a  black  sapphire.  The  other  three  are  deep  blue.  None 
of  the  four  rough  stones  contain  the  necessary  formation  to 
show  a  star  effect.  To  obtain  from  the  rough  a  star  sapphire  as 
fine  in  quality  and  clear  in  asterism  as  the  Black  Star  Sapphire 
of  Queensland,  thousands  of  stones  must  be  cut. 

Especially  suited  for  display,  their  eventual  destination  is 
hoped  to  be  a  National  Museum.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  four 
rough  sapphires  will  have  carved  upon  them  a  famous  quotation 
or  the  portrait  of  a  renowned  personality  done  by  a  world- 
famed  artist.  They  may  then  be  viewed  by  all  those  who  can 
gaze  in  wonderment  and  awe  upon  a  sample  of  the  creations 
of  a  universe  begun  infinite  years  in  the  past. 


ABRAHAM  LINCOLN 

IN  SAPPHIRE 

Weight  of  the  rough  stone    2302  carats 

Weight  of  the  carved  stone    1318  carats 

Dimensions — 2%  inches  high,  1%  inches  wide,  2  inches  deep. 

Origin    Queensland,  Australia 

Color    Dark  Blue 

Sculptor    Norman  Maness 

Technical  advisor   Dr.  Merrell  Gage 

The  Lincoln  Sapphire  carving  was  the  first  of  the 
series  of  Presidents  in  Sapphire.  It  was  a  precarious 
undertaking  since  never  hefore  had  there  been  a  carv- 
ing of  this  magnitude  in  sapphire.  It  took  six  months 
of  research  and  one  and  one-half  years  of  training 
on  the  part  of  the  artist  to  get  used  to  the  hardness 
of  sapphire.  Since  no  tools  were  available,  diamond 
drills  had  to  be  created  especially  for  this  type  of 
work.  It  took  great  skill  and  patience  on  the  part  of 
the  artist,  Norman  Maness,  to  pioneer  this  work  of  art. 

The  technical  advisor,  Dr.  Merrell  Gage,  is  a  world  fa- 
mous authority  and  sculptor  of  Lincoln. 

The  likeness  is  taken  from  a  life  mask  by  Leonard  Volk 
in  I860. 


The  Abraham  Lincoln  Sapphire  was  appropriately 
unveiled  in  Springfield,  Illinois,  in  1951. 


GEORGE  WASHINGTON 

IN  SAPPHIRE 


Dimensions  2%  inches  high,  2%  inches  wide,  1%  inches  deep. 


The  sculptor  Harry  B.  Derian  came  to  this  country  in 
1947  on  a  scholarship,  specializing  in  portrait  sculpture. 

He  spent  2'A  years  in  experimentation  and  research  on 
the  carving  of  this  magnificent  gem. 

An  extraordinary  feature  of  the  carving  of  the 
tiny,  almost  3  inch  high,  head  of  Washington  is  that 
technical  advisor  Lincoln  Borglum  was  also  respon- 
sible for  creating  the  largest  Washington  carving  in 
the  world.  This  is  the  famous  sixty  foot  high  figure  on 
Mount  Rushmore,  which  he  completed  after  the  death 
of  his  father,  Gutzon  Borglum,  sculptor  of  the  Rush- 
more  Memorial. 

The  likeness  was  taken  from  the  bust  of  Washington 
by  Jean  Houdon  and  the  portrait  by  Gilbert  Stewart. 

Diamond  tipped  drills  were  used  in  a  power  driven 
machine.  The  research  and  carving  took  two  and 
one-half  years  to  complete. 


Weight  of  the  rough  stone  . 
Weight  of  the  carved  stone 


1997  carats 
1056  carats 


Origin   

Color  

Sculptor   

Technical  advisor 


Queensland,  Australia 

 Blue 

  Harry  B.  Derian 

  Lincoln  Borglum 


DWIGHT  D.  EISENHOWER 

IN  SAPPHIRE 


Dimensions  iV%  inches  high,  2%  inches  wide,  2Ji  inches  deep. 


The  likeness  was  derived  from  photographs.  The  re- 
search and  carving  took  two  years.  This  bust  of  Eisen- 
hower is  the  largest  sapphire  carving  and  has  a  star 
sapphire  visible  at  the  base  of  the  neck. 

The  Eisenhower  Sapphire  was  unveiled  by  the  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  the  Navy — Charles  S.  Thomas — in 
September  of  1955  at  Washington,  D.C. 


Weight  of  the  rough  stone 
Weight  of  the  carved  stone 


2097  carats 
1444  carats 


Origin   

Color   

Sculptor   

Technical  advisor 


.  Queensland,  Australia 
Black  (a  star  sapphire) 

  Harry  B.  Derian 

  Lincoln  Borglum 


THOMAS  JEFFERSON 

IN  SAPPHIRE 

Weight  of  the  rough  stone   1743  carats 

Weight  of  the  carved  stone   1381  carats 

Dimensions  2Vi  inches  high,  2\£  inches  wide,  2  inches  deep. 

Origin    Queensland,  Australia 

Color  Cornflower  blue 

Sculptor    Harry  B.  Derian 

Technical  advisor    Lincoln  Borglum 

The  likeness  was  taken  from  his  life-mask  by  John  Henri 
Isaac  Browere  in  1825  and  from  a  painting  by  Mather 
Brown.  The  research  and  carving  took  two  years. 

The  Jefferson  Sapphire  was  unveiled  on  the  anniver- 
sarv  of  Thomas  Jefferson's  birthday — April  13,  1957 — 
at  his  home,  Monticello,  in  Charlottesville,  Virginia, 
by  members  of  the  Jefferson  Memorial  Foundation 
and  of  the  Kazanjian  Foundation. 


THE  KAZANJIAN  FOUNDATION 

(A  NON-PROFIT  ORGANIZATION) 

On  January  26,  1957  the  four  Presidents  in  Sapphire 
and  the  Star  of  Queensland  were  presented  as  a  gift 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States  by  Harry  and  James 
Kazanjian  of  Pasadena,  California.  The  Foundation 
was  established  at  this  time  to  take  custody  of  the 
gems  and  to  protect  and  preserve  them  for  posterity. 

This  is  a  charitable,  non-profit  organization  established 
to  support  scientific,  artistic,  cultural  and  other  edu- 
cational pursuits  and  especially  to  provide  scholar- 
ships for  worthy  foreign  bom  students  in  the  United 
States. 

THE  CROWNING  JEWELS  OF  AMERICA 

The  foundation  takes  great  pride  in  preserving  gems  of 
such  magnitude  as  these  sapphires  for  the  American 
people.  They  are  a  national  shrine  of  jewels  which  time 
cannot  destroy — sapphires  are  forever  indestructible. 
Millions  of  years  from  now  these  carvings  will  be  as 
clear  and  remain  as  beautiful  as  they  are  today. 

We  have  no  crown  jewels  of  America.  Our  nation's 
glory  and  wealth  is  in  our  great  men  who  have  pro- 
tected our  liberties;  and  in  the  Presidents  in  Sapphire 
we  have  the  privilege  of  portraying  some  of  them  in 
beautiful  everlasting  gems.  Truly  they  are  the  Crown- 
ing Jewels  of  America. 


The  officers  and  trustees  of  the  Kazanjian  Founda- 
tion are: 


JUDGE  JEROLD  E.  WEIL,    President 

WESLEY  I.  DUMM,    ist  Vice  President 

LINCOLN  BORGLUM  2nd  Vice  President 

DR.  CHARLES  F.  LINDSLEY,    Secretary 

COL.  RANDLE  B.  TRUETT,    Treasurer 


EDWARD  M.  AINSWORTH 
GEORGE  C.  BROCK 
DR.  WILLIAM  E.  DELPHEY 
CARL  S.  DENTZEL 
HARRY  G.  KAZANJIAN 
JAMES  M.  KAZANJIAN 
HENRY  L.  LAMBERT 
WILLIAM  LOWE 
ROBERT  C.  MARDIAN 
DUDLEY  J.  RAMSDEN 
DR.  GEORGE  SWITZER 
ALFRED  L.  WOODILL 


LINCOLN  IN  SAPPHIRE  .  .  . 

Crowning  Jewels  of  America 


This  was  the  first  of  the  "Presidents  in  Sapphire" 
to  be  completed,  followed  by  George  Washington, 
Dwight  D.  Eisenhower,  and  Thomas  Jefferson.  The 
weight  of  this  carved  dark  blue  sapphire  is  1318 
carats.  Norman  Maness  was  the  sculptor  and  Dr. 
Merrell  Gage  served  as  technical  adviser.  These 
four  fabulous  gems  were  put  in  the  custody  of  the 
Kazanjian  Foundation  as  a  gift  to  the  American 
people.  The  Foundation  was  established  in  January 
1957  to  take  custody  of  the  sapphires  and  to  pro- 
tect and  preserve  them  for  posterity,  and  further- 
more, to  provide  scholarships  for  foreign  born  stu- 
dents in  the  United  States  and  for  charitable,  scien- 
tific, and  literary  purposes. 
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